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yerevan - lake sevan - tbilisi - gori - uplistsikhe - mtskheta - baku

cross the caspian sea - ashgabat - darvaza gas crater - khiva - bukhara

samarkand - tashkent - almaty

golden eagle

caspian odyssey

Explore the countries on both the eastern and western shores of the Caspian Sea – Armenia, Georgia, 

Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan. With their location at the crossroads of trade, 

religion, language and the arts, these countries are home to fascinating modern cultures as well as 

some of the world’s most ancient and timeless architecture.

From our starting point in the historic Armenian capital of Yerevan, we begin our captivating exploration

of two halves by exploring the beauty and rich history of the South Caucasus as we weave through 

Armenia, Georgia and Azerbaijan. Bounded by the Black Sea to the west and Caspian Sea to the east and 

the Caucasian Mountains to the north with stunning scenery all around, this journey promises to be a 

unique adventure, all experienced from the comfort of our private luxury train. From the South Caucasus 

we then cross the Caspian Sea from Baku and continue along the great trading posts of the Silk Road in 
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The Caspian Odyssey is a breathtakingly beautiful and remarkable journey as we discover the mysteries,

diversity and traditions of this part of the world.

To Book Call Luxury Trains on +44 (0)333 405 0192



daily tour itineraries

EASTBOUND
Day 1 Arrive Yerevan
Day 2 Yerevan
Day 3 Lake Sevan & Dilijan  
Day 4 Tbilisi
Day 5 Tbilisi & Telavi
Day 6 Gori, Uplistsikhe
 & Mtskheta
Day 7 Baku 
Day 8 Baku

WESTBOUND
Day 9 Ashgabat
Day 10 On board
 Visit Darvaza Gas Crater
Day 11 Khiva 
Day 12 Bukhara
Day 13 Samarkand
Day 14 Tashkent
Day 15 Almaty
Day 16 Depart Almaty 

tour schedules

2017 TOUR

October 17 – November 1

2018  TOUR

October 17 – November 1

accommodation

1 night in Yerevan | 11 nights on board the Golden Eagle |
2 nights in Baku | 1 night in Almaty |

golden eagle

caspian odyssey
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daily tour itinerariestour schedules

yerevan - lake sevan & dilijan - tbilisi & telavi - gori - uplistsikhe - mtskheta - baku - cross the 

caspian sea - ashgabat - darvaza gas crater - khiva - bukhara - samarkand - tashkent - almaty



what’s included

Private en-suite accommodation

24-hour cabin attendant service

Evening turndown service

Complimentary tea, coffee and bottled

water in-cabin 24 hrs a day

Robes, slippers and Natura Siberica

toiletries in-cabin

Complimentary bottle of vodka

in your cabin

finest rail
accommodation

golden eagle
difference

Experienced Tour Manager

On board Doctor - English speaking

Luggage porterage - from the time you are 

met at the airport until your departure

No tipping policy

Arrival and departure transfers

Detailed Golden Eagle route map

High quality Golden Eagle
embroidered backpack

Full guided off-train excursions programme

Personal Headsets to hear the 

professional guide’s commentary and 

bottled water during excursions

Authentic dining experiences in local 

restaurants with a generous drinks 

allowance, including international wines

off-train excursions 
programme

on board inclusions

In-suite dining option for Imperial Suite guests

Inclusive drinks packages for Gold Class and Imperial Suite guests

Tea, coffee, bottled water, soft drinks and local beer in the

Bar Lounge Car

Stimulating on board talks

Resident pianist in Bar Lounge Car

Live musical performances
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Generous drinks allowance, including international wine, with

lunch and dinner

Gala Caviar Dinner on board the train

In-cabin breakfast option to start the day on board the train

Afternoon tea and cakes on board the train

Mount Ararat

To Book Call Luxury Trains on +44 (0)333 405 0192



The Yerevan skyline is dominated by Mount Ararat in nearby Turkey, 

with its snow covered peak towering in the distance. Yerevan has a rich 

history and was occupied as early as 6,000 BC. The fortress of Erebuni 

was erected there in the 8th century BC. Seized by a succession of 

conquerors, the city later passed back and forth between the Turks and 

the Persians until 1827, when it was taken by Russia. It became the 

capital of Soviet Armenia in 1920 and following the demise of the Soviet 

Union, the capital of the new nation of Armenia.

On arrival we stay for one night at the centrally-located Armenia Marriott 

hotel, or similar. Why not extend your stay in Yerevan with additional 

nights before the tour to explore more of the city at your leisure?

Our touring will take us 23 miles (37 km) out of Yerevan to the ancient 

Geghard Monastery. The beautiful monastery contains a number of 

churches and tombs, many of them cut into the rock. The complex of 

medieval architecture is set into a landscape of great natural beauty, 

surrounded by towering cliffs at the head of the Azat Valley.

We will also visit the 1st century pagan temple of Garni, built to worship 

the Sun God Mitra. We will explore the remains of an ancient fortress, 

palace and baths there. Back in Yerevan city we will visit the Cascade 

giant stairway and inside it the Casfejian Museum of Modern Art.

In the evening we board our Golden Eagle private train and start our 

adventure to Almaty.

Our train takes a scenic route today around the stunning Lake Sevan and 

we make a short stop to walk to the beach for a photo opportunity. Along 

with Lake Van and Lake Urmia, Sevan was considered one of the three 

great lakes of the historical Armenian Kingdom, collectively referred 

to as the Seas of Armenia; it is the only one within the boundaries of 

today’s Republic of Armenia.

We will continue to Dilijan to visit the nearby Monastery of Haghpat, built 

between the 10th and 14th centuries. Its beautiful location in dense 

wood in the gorges of two small mountain rivers make an atmospheric 

backdrop for St. Astvatsatsin Church, its most important building. We 

will have an Armenian cognac reception at Avan Dzoraget Hotel on the 

Debed River, nestled among the forest-covered hills and rocky slopes of 

the Caucasus Mountains.

yerevan

ARMENIA

lake sevan & dilijan

ARMENIA

tour highlights

Taste Armenian Cognac

Private performance of Georgian polyphonic singing 

at Uplistsikhe Cave City 

Darvaza Burning Gas Crater lights up the night sky 

in the Kara Kum desert

Evening drinks reception on the beautifully lit 

Registan Square, Samarkand

See the world’s oldest Koran in Tashkent

signature experiences

 Lake Sevan Geghard Monastery, Yerevan Ashgabat

To Book Call Luxury Trains on +44 (0)333 405 0192



  Voyages of a Lifetime by Private TrainTM | CASPIAN ODYSSEY

tbilisi & telavi

GEORGIA

Heading into Georgia, we visit Tbilisi. Hemmed in by the Surami 

Range, the city extends for 17 miles (27 km) along the banks 
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innumerable changes in the topography of Tbilisi, the old part 

of the city still retains much of its original layout, a spider’s web 

of narrow winding streets and alleyways.

Historical sites we visit include the 13th century Metekhi 

church, a cross cupola church which forms part of the Royal 

Residential complex, and the 5th century Sioni Cathedral, the 

main church of Tbilisi. We will also visit the recently built Holy 

Trinity Cathedral, one of the largest Orthodox churches in the 

world and take a walking tour of the Old Town and Rustaveli 

Avenue. Here we will see the Great Hall of the Georgian 

Philharmonia, built in 1969-71, which has been acknowledged 
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War. We will see the treasures of the city housed in the 

Janashia Museum of Georgia.

We also explore the beautiful Kakheti region, which borders 

the Great Caucasus Mountain range. This region is known as 

a birthplace of Georgian viticulture and wine-making. We tour 

the Tsinandali country estate of the Alexandre Chavchavadze 

family with a marvellous garden, house-museum, park and 

winery dating back to the 19th century, located near Telavi, a 

couple of hours’ drive from Tbilisi.

Tbilisi

To Book Call Luxury Trains on +44 (0)333 405 0192



Palace of the Shirvan-Shahs, now a museum, the oldest part of which 

dates from the 11th century. Also of the 11th century is the Synyk-

Kala Minaret and Mosque (1078-79). Other notable historic buildings 

are the Law Court (Divan-Khan), the Dzhuma-Mechet Minaret, and the 

mausoleum of the astronomer Seida Bakuvi. Around the walls of the 

fortress, the regular streets and imposing buildings of modern Baku 

rise up the slopes of the amphitheatre of hills surrounding the bay.

We will offer an alternative tour to Gobustan Rock Art Cultural Landscape. 

Located 40 miles (64 km) from Baku on the west bank of the Caspian 

Sea, Gobustan is an outstanding archaeological site of more than 6,000 

pre-historic rock engravings. The area also features the remains of 

inhabited caves, settlements and burials. We stay for two nights at the 
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ferry and transported across the Caspian Sea to Turkmenistan.

Our empty train is loaded onto a cargo ferry for a 12-14 hour 

crossing of the Caspian Sea from Baku to the town of Turkmenbashi. 

Formerly known as Krasnovodsk, it is the western terminus of oil 

and natural gas pipelines and of the Trans-Caspian Railway, which 

links the Caspian region with central Asia. Upon arrival at the port at 
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Ashgabat, the capital of Turkmenistan is known as the ‘Las Vegas of 

the Kara Kum’. Situated between the Kara Kum desert and the Kopet 

Dag mountain range, Ashgabat is a relatively modern city built upon 

the ruins of the Silk Road city of Konjikala and the Soviet city built after 

the devastating earthquake of 1948.

The city’s extravagant fountains, golden domes and towering modern 

buildings appear strangely incongruous in this desert setting. 

Gori is one of the oldest cities in Georgia, founded in the 7th century 

AD as Tontio. Joseph Stalin, the Soviet leader, was born here in 1879 

and he spent his childhood years in the city and later (1888-94) studied 

at its theological seminary. The small house where Stalin was born 

is preserved under a canopy outside the huge columned palace-like 

building that houses the Stalin Museum. To the side of the museum is 
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photographs of the man responsible for more deaths and suffering than 

any other human being. From the town we will go directly to Uplistsikhe 

where we will have a private performance of traditional Georgian 

polyphonic singing.

The famous cave city of Uplistsikhe dates from the 6th century BC and 
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chambers for pagan worship and even the remains of Georgia’s oldest 

theatre, complete with auditorium, stage and orchestra pit. Like the 

other cave-towns of Georgia, it is rooted in the prehistoric traditions of 

the peoples of the Near East. On one side the fortress was protected by 

the Mtkvari and an almost vertical rock face, on the other, by powerful 
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particular, its strong defences made it possible to control the surrounding 

terrain. There were numerous attempts to destroy Uplistsikhe. Only in the 

13th century, however, did the hordes of Genghis Khan’s son Khulagu 

succeed in doing so, after capturing and destroying many fortresses in 

Transcaucasia with the help of siege machines. The 5,000 inhabitants 

of Uplistsikhe perished and life ended forever in the fortress.

Late afternoon we visit the city of Mtskheta, Georgia’s Old Capital. Due to 
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became a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1994.

Baku, capital of Azerbaijan, lies on the western shore of the Caspian 

Sea and the southern side of the Apsheron Peninsula, around the wide, 

curving sweep of the Bay of Baku. The bay, sheltered by the islands of the 

Baku Archipelago, provides the best harbour of the Caspian Sea, while 

the Apsheron Peninsula gives protection from violent northerly winds. 

Baku derives its international importance from its huge oil industry. 

The core of present-day Baku is the Old Town, or fortress, of Icheri-

Shekher. Most of the walls, strengthened after the Russian conquest 

in 1806, survive, as does the 90 ft (27 m) tower of Kyz-Kalasy (Maiden 

Tower, 12th century). The walled Old Town is highly picturesque, with 

its maze of narrow alleys and ancient buildings. These include the 

baku

AZERBAIJAN

ashgabat

TURKMENISTAN

cross the caspian sea
FROM AZERBAIJAN TO TURKMENISTAN

gori, uplistsikhe cave city
and mtskheta

GEORGIA

Ashgabat

To Book Call Luxury Trains on +44 (0)333 405 0192



To Book Call +44 (0)161 928 9410 or Call Your Travel Agent

Highlights on our visit include a trip to the National Museum and 

Kipchak Mosque. 

The Golden Eagle makes a brief scheduled stop at Ichoguz, where we 

have the opportunity to leave the train and make a short journey to 

Darvaza’s famous burning gas crater, a spectacular sight best seen at 

night. Located in the middle of the Kara Kum desert where the area 

is rich in natural gas, the 70-metre-wide crater is known by the locals 

as the ‘Door to Hell’ and has been burning for over 40 years. A unique 

experience that is not to be missed.

Our train travels towards Urgench, from where we transfer to the 

ancient city of Khiva, founded 2,500 years ago. As one of the Silk 

Road’s most important trading posts and now a World Heritage Site, it 

lies at the crossroads of the routes between Mongolia, Russia, China 
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to reveal a wealth of impressive architecture. Stepping back in time, 

we discover the impressive mosques, bazaars and minarets within 

Khiva’s ancient walls.

Bukhara is quite simply outstanding. Like Khiva, UNESCO sponsored 

the renovation of much of the city for its 2,500th anniversary in 1999. 

The most enjoyable aspect of this city is to just immerse oneself in 

the atmosphere of this unique and ancient city and re-live some of its 

fascinating history at the crossroads of Asia.
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residence of the Emirs of Bukhara – the despotic and ruthless leaders 

who ruled until Soviet times. We then travel out of the city to experience 

the Emir’s enchantingly named, ‘Palace of the Moon and Stars’.

Just the mention of Samarkand instantly conjures up evocative images 

of the Silk Road, more so than any other town. Founded in the 6th 

century BC, Samarkand’s stunning architecture hints at its former 

status as one of the most important cities in Asia and is particularly 

noted for its architectural remains from the 14th to the 17th century,

khiva

UZBEKISTAN

bukhara

UZBEKISTAN

samarkand

UZBEKISTAN
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and his successors.
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Khanum Mosque and the Ulag Beg observatory, one of the earliest 

Islamic astronomical observatories built in 1428. Before dinner we will 

return to the now illuminated and awe-inspiring Registan Square.

Tashkent is the capital city of Uzbekistan and we spend time touring 

this modern Soviet-style city which was rebuilt following the devastating 

earthquake of 1966. Our tour of the city includes the Old Town, where 

traditional homes and religious buildings line the narrow streets and 

here in a small library we will be privileged to see one of Islam’s most 

sacred relics – the world’s oldest Koran.

This is followed by a visit to the Railway Museum and the Museum of 

Applied Arts.
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in the heart of the city, and home to the Zenkov Cathedral, a 19th 

century Russian Orthodox Church made entirely of wood. Overnight 

we stay in the InterContinental Hotel, or similar, before transferring to 

Almaty Airport to begin your journey home.

darvaza burning gas crater
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TURKMENISTAN

Samarkand
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UZBEKISTAN

almaty

KAZAKHSTAN
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To Book Call +44 (0)161 928 9410 or Call Your Travel Agent 57

BOOKING CONDITIONS

In these booking conditions references to ‘we’, ‘our’ and ‘us’ are to 
Golden Eagle Luxury Trains Limited a company registered in England 
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� �>��%���� ������� �����=���� "��
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is at Denzell House, Dunham Road, Altrincham, Cheshire WA14 

4QF.  Our email address is mail@goldeneagleluxurytrains.co.uk.  
Our VAT number is 603 554365. Please read carefully the following 

conditions to which your booking is subject (“Booking Conditions”).  
Please also ensure that you have carefully read and understood the 

relevant tour itinerary, and the pre-departure information featured on 
our website, all of which form the basis of your contract with us. In 

these Booking Conditions, references to ‘you’ or ‘your’ include the 
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a booking is made or any other person to whom a booking is added 
or transferred. 

PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU NEED AN ALTERNATIVE VERSION OF 

THESE BOOKING CONDITIONS SUCH AS LARGE PRINT, BRAILLE 

OR CD.

1 QUALITY STANDARDS & FLEXIBILITY

1.1 We aim to avoid surprise or disappointment by informing you 
of the following matters at this stage and if you have any doubts or 

concerns please raise these with us. Most customers acknowledge 
these matters as part of the travelling experience.   

1.2  Please be aware that some of the facilities you encounter 
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conventional holiday or at home, except for the hotels and trains we 
use.  We often travel in areas which, relatively speaking, have seen 

few tourists and the infrastructure is often not fully developed. Whilst 
services are improving, you should expect to encounter problems with 

plumbing, bureaucratic service, unpaved and uneven surfaces, the 
non-availability of public restrooms and similar.

1.3 Please be aware that in operating our tours we rely upon other 
people and businesses.  Tours do not always run as planned and, 

whilst we will always try our best to stick to the planned itinerary, 
please treat it as a guide rather than a strict timetable. Although 

we cannot always please all parties when changing an itinerary, our 
clients should anticipate changes being required.

2  CONFIRMATION OF BOOKING

2.1 When you make a booking you guarantee that you have the 

authority to accept and do accept on behalf of your party the terms 
of these Booking Conditions.  We do not accept a booking and no 

contract exists between us until we receive your deposit (or full 
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we receive a signed Booking Form. The Booking Form, these Booking 

Conditions, and any other written information we brought to your 
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we (or if you booked via an authorised agent of ours, that agent) will 
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or, if you booked through an agent, to your agent upon receipt of the 
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will specify exactly what has been requested by you or your travel 
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in the event of any error as changes cannot be made later. 

2.3 Any money paid to an authorised agent of ours in respect of a 
booking covered by our ATOL is held by that agent on behalf of and 
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subject to the agent’s obligation to pay it to us for so long as we do not 
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the agent or subsequently accepted from the consumer by the agent, 

is and continues to be held by that agent on behalf of and for the 
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pay that money to us.
2.4 Please ensure that we are aware of any special requirements 

when making your booking (such as those relating to your health 
and dietary requirements and room types in hotels e.g. twin or 

double). Whilst every effort will be made by us to try and arrange 
your reasonable special requests, we cannot guarantee that they 
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will be met. Failure to meet any special request will not be a breach 
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special request being met.
2.5 We are not a specialist disabled holiday company, but we 

will do our utmost to cater for any special requirements you may 
have. If you or any member of your party has any medical problem 

or disability which may affect your stay, please provide us with full 
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you as to the suitability of your chosen arrangements.  We may 
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properly accommodate the needs of the person(s) concerned, we will 
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time of booking, we will cancel it and impose applicable cancellation 
charges when we become aware of these details.

3 TRAVEL INSURANCE 
3.1  It is a condition of your booking and your responsibility to 
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your booking with us.  We reserve the right to decline your booking 
if adequate proof of such current and valid travel insurance is not 

provided to us when requested in accordance with clause 3.2 below. 
Please note that we do not check individual policies for suitability.  

Upon request, we can refer you to an insurance broker for travel 
insurance, however we make no recommendation as to the suitability 

of, and accept no liability whatsoever in relation to, such insurance 
broker and or the travel insurance provided. It is your responsibility to 

ensure that the insurance fully covers all your personal requirements 
including cancellation charges, pre-existing medical conditions, 

medical expenses and repatriation in the event of accident or illness. 
3.2  You must supply us with the name, address and telephone 

number of your insurers, your policy number and the 24 hour medical 
emergency telephone number at least six weeks prior to travel.  Any 

pre-existing medical conditions must be declared both to us and to your 
insurer; failure to do so may invalidate your travel insurance policy.

3.3  If you choose to travel without adequate insurance cover, we 
will not be liable for any losses howsoever arising, in respect of which 

insurance cover would otherwise have been available. 

4 PAYMENT & PRICE VARIATION

4.1  We reserve the right to alter the prices of tours shown in our 

brochure and or on our website at any time.  You will be advised of 
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4.2  You must pay the deposit required within 7 days of receiving our 

initial invoice (or full payment if booking within 60 days of departure). The 
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for payment of the deposit. Deposit amounts may vary dependant on the 
tour and cabin type. The deposit amounts are indicated for each tour on 
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exact deposit amount at the time of booking. If you do not pay the deposit 

within 7 days of receipt of the invoice, we will not accept your booking.  
4.3  We accept payment by cheque, credit card and debit card. If 

you pay by credit card, a charge of 2% will apply for all transactions 
(no charge will be applied for payments made by cheque or debit 

card). 
4.4  If you do not supply the correct credit or debit card billing 

address and/or cardholder information, the issue of your tickets may 
be delayed and the overall costs may increase.  We reserve the right 

to cancel your booking and levy cancellation charges if payment is 
declined or if you have supplied incorrect credit card information.  We 

also reserve the right to undertake checks (including the electronic 
roll) in order to minimise credit card fraud.

4.5 We only accept payments in US Dollars with the exception of 
UK residents (payments in £ Sterling) and residents of the ‘Euro-zone’ 

countries (payments in Euros).   
4.6 We must receive the balance due in relation to your booking 

at least 60 days prior to the tour departure date or in full, upon 
receipt of the invoice, if the booking is made 60 days or less from 

the tour departure date. Please note that we will not send a further 
invoice for payment of the balance and it remains your responsibility 

to ensure the balance is paid by the due date. If full payment is not 
received in cleared funds 60 days prior to the tour departure date 

then we reserve the right to treat the booking as cancelled and the 
appropriate cancellation charges will apply.  

4.7 We do not expect to make surcharges or partial refunds but 
we reserve the right to do so in accordance with clauses 4.7, 4.8 

and 4.9. When the price of your chosen arrangements has been 
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increase or decrease the price due to changes in transportation costs 
(including the price of fuel); and to changes in the currency exchange 

rate used to calculate your arrangements; and to dues, taxes or fees 
chargeable for services such as landing taxes or embarkation or 

disembarkation fees at ports and airports.  
4.8 However, we will absorb and you will not be charged for any 

increase equivalent to 2% of the price of your travel arrangements, 
which excludes insurance premiums and any amendment charges 

and/or additional services or travel arrangements. You will be 
charged for the amount over and above that, plus an administration 

charge of £1.00 per person together with an amount to cover 
agents’ commission. If this means that you have to pay an increase 

of more than 10% of the cost of your holiday (excluding insurance 
premiums, amendment charges and/or additional services or travel 

arrangements), you will be entitled to cancel your booking and receive 
a full refund of all monies you have paid to us(except for any insurance 

premiums,  amendment charges and/or additional services or travel 
arrangements) or alternatively purchase another holiday from us as 

referred to in Clause 7 (major changes). You have 14 days from the 
issue date printed on the surcharge invoice to tell us if you want to 

cancel your holiday or choose an alternative holiday.  If you do not tell 
us that you wish to do so within this period of time, we are entitled to 

assume that you will pay the surcharge.  Any surcharge must be paid 
with the balance of the cost of the holiday or within 14 days of the issue 

date printed on the surcharge invoice, whichever is the later.  Should 
the price of your holiday go down due to the changes mentioned above, 
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will be paid to you. However, please note that travel arrangements are 
not always purchased in local currency and some apparent changes 
have no impact on the price of your travel due to contractual and other 

protection in place.

4.9 We promise not to levy a surcharge within 30 days of the start 

of your tour.  No refunds will be made within this period either.
 

5 YOUR CHANGES TO A TOUR

5.1  If you wish to alter your booking (for example, a change of date 

or transfer details) we will do our utmost to make these changes but 
it may not always be possible to make changes particularly close to 
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nights and alterations to train accommodation) may not be made or 

accepted within 45 days of the tour departure date and any alteration 
request could incur a cancellation charge of up to 100% of that part 

of the arrangements. Any request for an alteration to a booking 
must be made in writing by the person who made the booking in 

accordance with Clause 2.1 or your travel agent. We reserve the 
right to charge an administration fee of £50 per amendment and any 

further charge to cover any costs and fees we incur.  You should be 
aware that these costs may increase the closer to the tour departure 

date that changes are made and therefore any request for a change 
should be made as soon as possible.

Note: Certain arrangements may not be amended after they have 
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cancellation charge of up to 100% of that part of the arrangements in 
addition to the charge above.
5.2  If any member of your party is prevented from travelling, that 
person(s) may transfer their place to someone else (introduced by 

you and satisfying all the conditions applicable to the arrangements) 
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you pay an amendment fee of £50 per person transferring, meet all 
costs and charges incurred by us and/or incurred or imposed by any 

of our suppliers and the transferee agrees to these booking conditions 
������������������
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a replacement, cancellation charges as set out in clause 6 will apply in 
order to cover our estimated costs. Otherwise, no refunds will be given 

for passengers not travelling or for unused services.

6 YOUR CANCELLATION OF A TOUR

6.1 A cancellation of a booking must be made without delay, 
in writing and be signed by the person who made the booking 

in accordance with Clause 2.1 or your travel agent. The date 
of cancellation is the date on which your letter, fax or e-mail is 

received by us, and it is your responsibility to ensure that we have 
received your communication. There will be a cancellation charge to 

compensate us for making your booking, as we have already incurred 
costs and the risk that we will be unable to resell your place(s). The 

charges are as follows (and exclude travel insurance premiums which 
are non-refundable): 

Period before tour departure date    Cancellation charge

61 days or more                               Loss of deposit paid or due 
Less than 60 days                                100% of the total cost of the holiday
Note: Certain arrangements may not be amended after they have 
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cancellation charge of up to 100% of that part of the arrangements 

in addition to the charge above. We will deduct the cancellation 
charge(s) from any monies you have already paid to us. If the reason 

for your cancellation is covered under the terms of your travel 
insurance policy you may be able to reclaim the cancellation charges.

7 OUR CHANGES TO A TOUR

Pre-departure

7.1  All the facts in the tour brochure have been checked for 
accuracy before publication.  However, arrangements for our tours 

are made many months in advance and occasionally changes may 
have to be made (including but not limited to the cancellation and/

or substitution of guest speakers) and we reserve the right to do so 
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service of carriages attached to a regular service train) and we will 
advise you or your travel agent of them as soon as possible. 

7.2  In the event of any major changes (e.g. a change in price equal 
to or exceeding 10% (unless such increase is due to events beyond 

our reasonable control), a change of outward departure time or 
overall length of time you are away of twelve or more hours, a change 
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change of itinerary missing out one or more major destinations 

substantially or altogether, a change of UK airport (excluding change 
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you or your travel agent will be informed of these at the time of 
booking or as soon as possible, if there is time before your departure 

and the provisions of clause 7.2 shall apply. 
7.3  If a major change to your tour becomes necessary you may 

either: (a) accept the changes; (b) accept an alternative tour of a 
comparable standard from us if we have a suitable tour available 

(we will refund the price difference if a tour of lower price is taken); 
or (c) accept an alternative tour of a superior standard from us if a 

suitable tour is available provided that you pay the price difference; 

To Book Call Luxury Trains On +44 (0)333 405 0192
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or (d) cancel your reservation and receive a full refund. You must 
inform us of your decision as soon as possible.  Where you choose 
option (a), (b) or (c) (you accept the changes) we will inform you of any 
additional costs before you make your decision and reserve the right 
to charge you for any additional charges incurred by us in making 
those changes.  Where you choose option (d) the provisions of clause 
8.2 may apply (save for the “major change” being an increase in the 
price of 10% or more in accordance with clause 4).
7.4  Due to changes in airline schedules, or other operating reasons 
after our tours are booked, it is sometimes necessary to change the 
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changes to the actual airline after you have received your tickets will be 
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boarding gate.  Such a change is deemed to be a minor change and the 

provisions of clause 7.1 (as appropriate) shall apply.  Other examples of 
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than 12 hours and or changes to aircraft type.

Post-departure
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be made to ensure that these features are provided as advertised, 
there can be occasions when, for reasons outside of our control, the 


%��	����������
�����������%���	�����@����	
�
	����	���"��"	�������������
to provide alternative traction, accommodations or routing such 

as the circumstances allow. If we cannot make suitable alternative 
arrangements or if you refuse to accept these for good reason, we will 

arrange to transport you back to your tour departure point or to the point 
our contracted services commenced as soon as we reasonably can. 

7.6  However, we and our agents at all times reserve the right to make 
such substitutions in relation to aspects of the tour for mechanical, 

operating or other matters required for reasons beyond our reasonable 
control (such as any war or terrorist activities (threatened or actual), 

riot, civil unrest, closure of airports, industrial action (threatened or 
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weather conditions, changes to or cancellation of air, river, sea or rail 
services or any other events outside our reasonable control).  

7.7  We reserve the right on occasions (at our sole discretion), due 
to effective load management procedures on the train, to provide 

cabin upgrades for selected passengers without additional charge. 
Such cabin upgrades are not guaranteed, cannot be requested and 
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7.8  We and our agents at all times reserve the right, without liability 

to you, to cancel and or amend any programme of guest speakers 
without notice to you and this shall always be a minor change.  For 

the avoidance of doubt, you shall not be entitled to cancel your tour 
and or any refund of monies paid by you, due to the cancellation and 

or amendment to a programme of guest speakers.  In the event that 
you cancel your tour due to such reasons, the cancellation charges 

set out in clause 6.1 shall apply.

8 OUR CANCELLATION OF A TOUR 

8.1  We reserve the right in any circumstances to cancel your tour 
(including but not limited to where the minimum number of travellers 

required for a particular tour has not being reached) and in this event 
you will receive a full refund of all the money that you have paid to us in 

relation to the cancelled tour. We will not cancel your trip less than 60 
days before scheduled tour departure date except for reasons of Force 
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8.2  We will pay you reasonable compensation for cancelling 

a tour save where it is done for (i) unusual and unforeseeable 
circumstances beyond our reasonable control (and which could 

not have been avoided even if all due care had been exercised), (ii) 
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(because our tours are based upon an economic minimum number 
of passengers) if a minimum number of travellers is not reached.  We 

recommend that you take out insurance with cancellation cover and 
do not make arrangements incidental to the tour more than 60 days 

prior to scheduled tour departure date. 

9 TRAIN SCHEDULES & FLEXIBILITY

9.1  The trains used for our tours usually run on busy main 
lines, cover huge distances and operate to pre-agreed schedules. 

Occasionally operational, mechanical or other reasons beyond 
our control can cause delays resulting in rescheduling, reducing or 

cancelling parts of the cultural and sightseeing program in order to 
maintain our overall schedule. On our specialist steam hauled tours 

delays are not unusual as there are no longer servicing points for 
these historic locomotives.  

9.2  No refunds will be made if time constraints dictate that 
elements of the cultural and sightseeing program or route are 

reduced to maintain our overall schedule or if any accommodation, 
sightseeing, meals or services are not utilised.

10 OTHER CONDITIONS

10.1  International Conventions: You are required to accept the 

terms and conditions of any relevant international convention, 
for example, the Montreal Convention in respect of travel by air, 

the Athens Convention in respect of travel by rail and the Paris 
Convention in respect of the provision of accommodation, which limit 

the amount of compensation that you can claim for death, injury, 

delay to passengers and loss, damage and delay to luggage.  We are 
����������������
����	����������������������	�	���	���������%��
��	���
contained in these or any other conventions. Copies of international 
conventions that will apply to your tour are available on request.

10.2  Conditions of Suppliers: Many of the services which make up 
your holiday are provided by independent suppliers. Those suppliers 
provide these services in accordance with their own terms and 
conditions which will form part of your contract with us.  Some of these 
terms and conditions may limit or exclude the supplier’s liability to 
you, usually in accordance with applicable International Conventions.  
Copies of the relevant parts of these terms and conditions are 

available on request from us or the supplier concerned.

11 VISAS, AIR TICKETS & PASSPORTS 

11.1  ����� 
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immigration requirements are your responsibility and you should 

����������
��"	���������������� ���

	�
��������>��
��������"�����
general information about passport and visa requirements which 

apply to British Citizens is set out in our tour update letter. 
11.2  Generally a full passport with at least 6 months validity from 

the end of the tour is required for all our tours. However, it is your 
responsibility to check your passport, visas and air tickets to ensure 

that they have been issued correctly for the correct dates and to 
advise us, or your travel agent, immediately in the event of any 

error. Any guidance we provide is provided in good faith however 
you and other members of your party should ensure that you obtain 

all the necessary documentation and visas prior to departure as 
we accept no responsibility if you cannot travel or for the refused 

or delayed entry of a passenger into a country because of incorrect 
documentation and/or you have not complied with any passport, 

visa or immigration requirements. Any repatriation charges will be 
the responsibility of the passenger. 

12 TRAVEL DOCUMENTS 

12.1  Travel documents will be issued after receipt by us of the full 
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days prior to departure. Tickets are usually available on departure 

when a booking is made within 7 days of departure. Please take your 
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to contact us immediately upon receipt of your travel documents in 
the event that they contain any errors.

13 BAGGAGE ALLOWANCE

13.1  Airline free baggage allowances can vary depending upon the 
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contact the relevant airline if in doubt. Baggage maximum weight 

limits on trains, used for our tours are 50kg per person which should 
not be exceeded without our prior approval.

13.2  Where private aircraft are included in the tour itinerary there 
will be a baggage maximum weight limit which will be advised to you 

approximately 90 days prior to the tour departure date.

14 OUR LIABILITY TO YOU

14.1  We will accept responsibility for the arrangements we agree 
to provide or arrange for you as an “organiser” under the Package 

Travel, Package Holidays and Package Tours Regulations 1992 as set 
out below. Subject to these booking conditions, if we or our suppliers 

negligently perform or arrange the services which we are obliged 
to provide for you under our contract with you, as set out on your 
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example following the complaints procedure as described in these 

conditions and the extent to which ours or our employees’ or suppliers’ 
negligence affected the overall enjoyment of your tour), we will pay you 

reasonable compensation. Please note that it is your responsibility to 
show that we or our supplier(s) have been negligent if you wish to make 

a claim against us.
14.2  We will not be responsible or pay you compensation for any 

injury, illness, death, loss, damage, expense, cost or other claim of 
any description if it results from:-

(a) the act(s) and/or omission(s) of the person(s) affected; 
(b) the act(s) and/or omission(s) of a third party unconnected  

 with the provision of the services contracted for and which  
 were unforeseeable or unavoidable; or 

(c) unusual or unforeseeable circumstances beyond ours or our  
 supplier(s) control, the occurrence of which could not have  

 been avoided even if all due care had been exercised;
(d) an event which either ourselves or our suppliers could not,  

 even with all due care, have foreseen or forestalled.
14.3  We limit the amount of compensation we may have to pay you 

if we are found liable under this clause:

(a)  loss of and/or damage to any luggage or personal possessions 

and money, 

The maximum amount we will have to pay you in respect of these 

claims is an amount equivalent to the excess on your insurance policy 
which applies to this type of loss per person in total because you are 

assumed to have adequate insurance in place to cover any losses 
of this kind.

(b)  Claims not falling under (a) above and which don’t involve 

injury, illness or death

The maximum amount we will have to pay you in respect of these 
claims is twice the price paid by or on behalf of the person(s) affected 

in total. This maximum amount will only be payable where everything 
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all from your booking. 

(c)  Claims in respect of international travel by air, sea and rail, or 

any stay in a hotel 

i)  The extent of our liability will in all cases be limited as if we 
were carriers under the appropriate Conventions, which include The 
Warsaw/Montreal Convention (international travel by air); The Athens 

Convention (with respect to sea travel); The Berne/Cotif Convention 
(with respect to rail travel) and The Paris Convention (with respect to 

hotel arrangements). You can ask for copies of these Conventions 
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operating carrier or transport company’s own ‘Conditions of Carriage’ 
will apply to you on that journey. When arranging transportation for 

you, we rely on the terms and conditions contained within these 
international conventions and those ‘Conditions of Carriage’. You 

acknowledge that all of the terms and conditions contained in those 
‘Conditions of Carriage’ form part of your contract with us, as well as 

with the transport company and that those ‘Conditions of Carriage’ 
shall be deemed to be included by reference into this contract. 

ii)  In any circumstances in which a carrier is liable to you by virtue 
of the Denied Boarding Regulation 2004, any liability we may have 

to you under our contract with you, arising out of the same facts, is 
limited to the remedies provided under the Regulation as if (for this 

purpose only) we were a carrier.  
iii)  When making any payment, we are entitled to deduct any 

money which you have received or are entitled to receive from the 
transport provider or hotelier for the complaint or claim in question.
14.4  It is a condition of our acceptance of liability under this clause 
that you notify any claim to ourselves and our supplier(s) strictly 

in accordance with the complaints procedure set out in these 
conditions. You agree to co-operate fully with us in respect of any legal 

proceedings which we may take against a third party in relation to the 
non-performance or improper performance of the services involved in 

providing the tour supplier. 
14.5  Where any payment is made, the person(s) receiving it (and 

their parent or guardian if under 18 years) must also assign to 
ourselves or our insurers any rights they may have to pursue any third 

party and must provide ourselves and our insurers with all assistance 
we may reasonably require. 

14.6  Please note, we cannot accept any liability for any damage, loss 
or expense or other sum(s) of any description: (a) which on the basis 

of the information given to us by you concerning your booking prior to 
our accepting it, we could not have foreseen you would suffer or incur 

if we breached our contract with you; or (b) relate to any business.
14.7  Excursions or other tours not provided by us that you may 

choose to book or pay for whilst you are on our tour are not part of the 
tour provided by us. For any such excursion or tour that you book, your 

contract will be with the operator of the excursion or tour and not with 
us. We are not responsible for the provision of such excursion or tour 

or for anything that happens during the course of the provision by the 
operator.

14.8  Under EU law you have rights in some circumstances to refunds 
and/or compensation from your airline in cases of denied boarding, 
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publicised at EU airports and will also be available from airlines. 

However reimbursement in such cases will not automatically entitle 
you to a refund of your tour cost from us.  

15 FLIGHT DELAYS AND HELP & ASSISTANCE

15.1  @����������������������������%������	
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transport arrangement, it is cancelled or you are subject to a delay of 
over 3 hours for any reason, you must contact us and the airline or 

other transport supplier concerned immediately.
15.2  The Package Travel etc Regulations 1992 provide that 
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circumstances described in clauses 14 (2) (a) (b) (c) or (d) of these 

booking conditions, we will provide you with prompt assistance.  
Where you experience a delay which is not owing to any failure by us, 

our employees or sub-contractors, this prompt assistance is likely to 
extend to providing help in locating refreshments, accommodation 

and communications but not paying for them. Any airline or other 
transport supplier may however pay for or provide refreshments 

and/or appropriate accommodation and you should make a claim 
directly to them. Subject to the other terms of these conditions, 

we will not be liable for any costs, fees or charges you incur in the 
above circumstances, if you fail to obtain our prior authorisation 

before making your own travel arrangements. Under EU Law, you 
have rights in some circumstances to refunds and/or compensation 

from the airline in cases of denied boarding, cancellation or delay 
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and will also be available from airlines. If the airline does not comply 
with these rules you should complain to the Civil Aviation Authority 

at www.caa.co.uk/passengers. Reimbursement in such cases is the 
responsibility of the airline and will not automatically entitle you to a 

refund of your holiday price from us.  If, for any reason, you do not 
claim against the airline and make a claim for compensation from us, 

you must, at the time of payment of any compensation to you, make 
a complete assignment to us of the rights you have against the airline 

in relation to the claim that gives rise to that compensation payment. 
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to cancel any other arrangements even where those arrangements 
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15.3  We cannot accept liability for any delay which is due to any of 
the reasons set out in clause 16 of these booking conditions (which 
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example, fails to check in or board on time).      
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We shall inform you of the identity of the actual carrier(s) as soon 
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on your tickets which will be despatched to you approximately 
two weeks before departure.  You should check your tickets very 
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will contact you as soon as we can to let you know.     
15.5  Please note the existence of a “Community list” (available for 

inspection at http://ec.europa.eu/transport/air-ban/list_en.htm) 
detailing air carriers that are subject to an operating ban with the EU 

Community.  
15.6  This brochure is our responsibility, as your tour operator. It is 

not issued on behalf of, and does not commit the airlines mentioned 
herein or any airline whose services are used in the course of your 

travel arrangements.  

16 FORCE MAJEURE

16.1  Except where otherwise expressly stated in these booking 
conditions we will not be liable or pay you compensation if our 

contractual obligations to you are affected by any event which we 
could not, even with all due care, foresee or avoid. These events can 

include, but are not limited to war, threat of war, civil unrest, terrorist 
activity and its consequences or the threat of such activity, riot, the 

act of any government or other national or local authority, industrial 
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disaster and adverse weather conditions and all similar events 
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to avoid or leave a particular country may constitute Force Majeure. 
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17 SAFETY ON RAIL TOURS

17.1  Railways are busy and potentially dangerous places. If you 

alight other than at scheduled stops at recognised stations, or 
visit any railway installation, whether included or not in the tour, 

you do so entirely at your own risk and are advised that your travel 
insurance MAY NOT cover you in case of mishap. Permission to travel 

on the locomotives, or on any other part of the train not normally 
accessible, may be given during the tour however you do this entirely 

at your own risk.

18 BEHAVIOUR

18.1  As the tour involves travelling in a group you agree to accept 
the full authority of our designated Tour Manager. 

18.2  Passengers are expected to behave in a reasonable manner 
toward other passengers, our personnel and other persons with 

whom passengers have contact during our tour. We reserve the 
right at our absolute discretion to terminate without notice the 

tour arrangements of any passenger whose behaviour is such that 
it does or is likely to, in our reasonable opinion, or in the opinion 

of any airline pilot, Tour Manager, accommodation owner or 
manager, their servants or agents or any other person in authority, 

cause distress, damage, danger or annoyance to any of our other 
customers, employees or any other person, or to cause damage 

to property. In these circumstances we may require that the 
relevant passenger leave the tour as soon as practicable. In such 

circumstances we will not be liable for any refund, compensation 
or costs incurred by you and or the relevant passenger whatsoever. 

19 FINANCIAL PROTECTION

19.1  *������	���������	
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We provide this security by way of Air Travel Organiser’s License 

granted by the Civil Aviation Authority under ATOL number 3408. When 
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can get information on what this means for you and who to contact if 
things go wrong.  In the unlikely event of our insolvency, where you 
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CAA will ensure that you are not stranded abroad or will arrange to 

refund to you any money you have paid to us for an advance booking. 
For further information visit the ATOL website at www.atol.org.uk. 
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of £2.50 per person as part of the ATOL Protection Contribution 

(APC) we pay to the CAA. This charge is included in our advertised 
prices. Not all holiday or travel services offered and sold by us will 

be protected by the ATOL Scheme. ATOL protection extends primarily 
to customers who book and pay in the United Kingdom. We, or the 
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In some cases, where neither we nor the supplier are able to do so 
for reasons of insolvency, an alternative ATOL holder may provide 

you with the services you have bought (at no extra cost to you). You 
agree to accept that in those circumstances the alternative ATOL 
holder will perform those obligations and you agree to pay any money 
outstanding to be paid by you under your contract to that alternative 
ATOL holder. However, you also agree that in some cases it will not be 
possible to appoint an alternative ATOL holder, in which case you will 

be entitled to make a claim under the ATOL Scheme (or your credit 
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suitable alternative, through an alternative ATOL holder or otherwise) 

for reasons of insolvency, the Trustees of the Air Travel Trust may make 
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absolutely to those Trustees any claims which you have or may have 

arising out of or relating to the non-provision of the services, including 
any claim against us, the travel agent (or your credit card issuer where 

applicable). You also agree that any such claims may be re-assigned 
to another body, if that other body has paid sums you have claimed 

under the ATOL scheme. If you book arrangements other than an ATOL 
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20 HEALTH

20.1  Please ensure that you inform us of any relevant medical 
conditions or health issues prior to booking a tour.  Also inform 

your Tour Manager at the beginning of the tour.  Where possible a 
doctor will usually be on board during our tours.  Please note that 

our Doctors are fully insured for claims brought within the UK, but 

not elsewhere.  Foreign citizens must therefore note that any issues 
or claims arising from medical treatment are therefore subject to the 

exclusive jurisdiction of the courts of England and Wales and must 
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under the insurance policy which has been arranged.
20.2  ���������������������%��
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in our tours, which are rated as moderate to rigorous touring due 
to the daily walking involved and the overall shortcomings of the 

tourism infrastructure. You may encounter unpaved sidewalks, 
uneven surfaces and problems getting on and off trains (perhaps 

due to low platforms, steep steps and gaps between the platform 
and the train). On the trains used for the tour, restaurant, bar and 

shower cars may be some distance from your sleeping car and 
although we use reasonable endeavours to arrange porterage you 

may have to carry your luggage for short distances. Flexibility, a 
sense of humour, the ability to walk at least a mile a day and keep 

up with your fellow passengers will be essential components to the 
enjoyment of your tour.

20.3  In the event that we (at our sole discretion) agree to accept a 
booking from a passenger who uses a wheelchair, due to the poor 

facilities available to disabled passengers in many countries visited 
during the tour and the characteristics of the tour facilities set out in 

Clause 20.2 above, such passengers must be accompanied for the 
duration of the tour by at least one person who is willing to push that 

passenger’s wheelchair when required.
20.4  Passengers should refer to guidance published by the 

Department of Health which is available from travel agents or from 
the Department of Health and see www.doh.gov.uk. All passengers 

should check with their doctor before departure as to which 
inoculations are considered necessary or recommended for the 

area in which you will be travelling during the tour. Such precautions 
do not take the place of insurance. In some foreign countries the 

standard of hygiene and safety may differ from those in the UK. For 
your own protection you should take particular care with hygiene and 

to what you eat and drink whilst abroad. 
20.5  If in the reasonable opinion of any person in authority 

(including our Tour Manager acting in accordance with the opinion of 
a medical practitioner), your physical and or mental condition means 

that you should not continue with the tour we may require that you 
leave the tour as soon as practicable. In such circumstances, we will 

not be liable for any refund, compensation or costs incurred by you 
whatsoever.   

21 DATA PROTECTION

21.1  In order to process your booking we need to use the personal 

information that you provide. Some of this personal information 
may be “sensitive personal data” such as details of any disabilities, 

or dietary/religious requirements. We must pass the personal 
information we collect to relevant suppliers of your booking such 

as airlines, hotels and transport companies. The information may 
also be provided to security or credit checking companies, public 

authorities such as customs/immigration (if required by them), 
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Additionally, where your tour (or part thereof) is outside the European 
Economic Area (EEA), controls on data protection in your destination 

may not be as strong as the legal requirements in this country.  If 
we cannot pass this information to the relevant suppliers, whether 

in the EEA or not, we cannot provide your booking.  In making this 
booking, you consent to this information being passed on to the 

relevant persons (including but not limited to third parties outside 
the EEA).  You are responsible for ensuring that other members of 

your party are aware of and consent to this clause. 
21.2  We would like to hold information (including email address), 

where collected by us, for our own future marketing purposes.  If you 
do not wish to receive such approaches in future, please inform us 
as soon as possible.

21.3  You acknowledge and understand that from time to time 
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may feature you and other passengers (the “Images”).  You herby 
grant to us permission to use such Images throughout the world for 

any of our commercial or non-commercial purposes in all and any 
media, in its original format or edited or altered in any way which we 
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copies of the Images for the purposes set out in this Clause 21.3 and 

or transferring such Images to a destination outside the European 
Economic Area (the “EEA”) or storing them at a destination outside 

the EEA for the purposes set out in this Clause 21.3.

22 SEVERABILITY

22.1  If any provision of these Booking Conditions shall be found 
by any court or administrative body of competent jurisdiction 

to be invalid or unenforceable the invalidity or unenforceability 
of such provision shall not affect the other provisions of these 

Booking Conditions and all provisions not affected by such 
invalidity or unenforceability shall remain in full force and effect. 

The parties hereby agree to attempt to substitute for any invalid 
or unenforceable provision a valid or enforceable provision which 

achieves to the greatest extent possible the economic legal and 
commercial objectives of the invalid or unenforceable provision.

23 COMPLAINTS

23.1  In the unlikely event that you have any problem or complaint 

during your tour please bring it to the attention of the Tour Manager 
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Should a problem remain unresolved during the tour then please 
write to us promptly upon your return and, in any event, within 28 

days of your return from the tour. In the event that you do not tell 
us in that period this may affect our ability to investigate complaints 

and may impact on the way that your complaint is dealt with.
23.2  We strongly recommend that you communicate any complaint 

to the supplier of the relevant services and our representative 
without delay and complete a report form during the tour.  If you do 

not follow this simple procedure we will have been deprived of the 
opportunity to investigate and rectify your complaint during the tour 

and this may affect your rights under these Booking Conditions.
23.3  You can also access the European Commission Online Dispute 

(ODR) Resolution platform at http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/odr/. 
This ODR platform is a means of registering your complaint with us; 

it will not determine how your complaint should be resolved

24 LAW & JURISDICTION

These Booking Conditions and any agreement to which they apply 
are governed in all respects by English law. We both agree that any 

dispute, claim or other matter which arises between us out of or in 
connection with your contract or booking will be dealt with by the 

Courts of England and Wales only.  

25 FOREIGN OFFICE ADVICE 

���� ���� ��
%��
	���� ���� ���	��� ����
���� �"���� ��� +���	��� ������
advice and State Department warnings in regard to the safety of 

the countries and areas in which you will be travelling and to make 
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or leave a particular country may constitute Force Majeure. (See 
clause 16). 

Brochure designed by Designers Up North Ltd
www.designersupnorth.com

To Book Call Luxury Trains On +44 (0)333 405 0192
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